
Franconia 
congregations
partner
to fight human 
trafficking
As debate around human 
sexuality continues to leave
many church leaders 
wondering what binds
together people with diverse
beliefs, four Franconia
Conference congregations
are partnering to fight
human trafficking. 

The four congregations –
Doylestown, Finland,
Franconia, and Philadelphia
Praise Center – have 
members with diverse
theological perspectives,
racial makeup, and socio-
economic status, making
their shared interest in
addressing human traffick-
ing important at a time
when conversations around
homosexuality have polar-
ized many churches.
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This year, Deep Run East’s 
Strides for Mission 5K 
benefitted Worthwhile Wear, 
an organization that serves local
victims of sex trafficking.

Photo by Sue Anne Rush.
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Each congregation has taken its own steps toward becoming informed about the impact of
human trafficking internationally and locally. It wasn’t until recently, however, that leaders
from the four churches realized their shared conviction at a seemingly surprising location:
a delegate meeting. 

In February, as Franconia Conference leaders wrestled with questions related to homosex-
uality, Josh Meyer, associate pastor of Franconia congregation, appealed to church leaders,
“What are the more important matters of justice, mercy and faithfulness that we can gath-
er around?” For example, Meyer suggested, despite differing opinions about homosexuali-
ty, doesn’t everyone agree that human beings shouldn’t be abused, raped, and sold into
slavery? 

“That was the appeal that sparked a quick, on-the-spot poll to ask who wanted to work
together on this, said Samantha Lioi, Franconia Conference minister of peace and justice.

An informal task force formed, organizing a resourcing breakfast focused on human 
trafficking and an anti-trafficking workshop
that was held during conference assembly on
November 15. The task force is planning a
day of public witness, where people will be
invited to gather and pray outside popular
trafficking spots in southeastern
Pennsylvania.

“My sense is many congregations don’t even
realize the extent to which human trafficking
is a reality in our world,” Meyer said. “There
are more slaves in the world today than at
any other time in human history. Churches
need to know about this … My other sense is
that many churches are aware of the situation
but don't know what to do in response. It
seems like such a big issue; it's hard to know
how to engage. If we can find ways to help
churches act in practical, tangible ways, that
would be a great thing.”

— Sheldon C. Good

Editorial
Susan Ruach once wrote, “To struggle
used to be to grab with both hands and
shake and twist… and not give in but
wrest an answer from it all as Jacob
did a blessing. But there is another
way to struggle with an issue, a ques-
tion—simply to jump off into the abyss
and find ourselves floating, falling,
tumbling, being led, slowly and gently,
but surely, to the answers God has for
us; to watch the answers unfold before
our eyes and still to be a part of the
unfolding.”

This issue of Intersections follows the
stories of brothers and sisters across
our conference who have found them-
selves in places of struggle, pain, and
difficulty. We have struggled with vio-
lence, immigration, human trafficking,
racism. We have struggled to find our
call, to restore relationships, to stand
up to oppression. This place of imbal-
ance is not new to many of us; in our
struggle we find God’s spirit at work
and we discover our role in struggling
with God to see God’s dream come
true and God’s justice reign on earth
as it is in heaven.

As we struggle together, may we find
ourselves wrestling, jumping, floating,
participating in the unfolding, and
trusting in the God who has promised
to one day end our struggle by wiping
away every tear from every eye.

— Emily Ralph,
associate director of
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Meet
Carolyn Albright

A teacher by trade, Carolyn is on
the pastoral team of Ripple
Allentown. She is married to Tom
and has two adult children. Her call
to ministry included “releasing our
country farmhouse and swapping for
an apartment in inner city
Allentown.”

Get to know Carolyn Albright and other
new leaders in Franconia Conference by
reading their stories on our website:
franconiaconference.org/call.



Celebrating with Aldo and Viviani
Three-and-a-half years after they married, Aldo Siahaan and his wife, Viviani Chandra, are finally living together in Philadelphia.
Aldo is the pastor of Philadelphia Praise Center and a LEADership minister with Franconia Mennonite Conference.

Aldo and Viviani are both originally from Indonesia, and met in Philadelphia over a decade ago at an Indonesian church in the city.
Viviani had come to the United States in 2000, where she applied for asylum on the grounds of religion and race (Viviani is of

Chinese ancestry). However, her request was
denied and she had to return home.

After Viviani returned to Indonesia, the couple
kept in touch, and eventually married in 2010.
Knowing that the visa process could take some
time, they decided that Viviani would go to
Toronto, Canada, where she studied and volun-
teered at a flower shop. In 2011, Aldo got U.S. cit-
izenship, and they filed for a green card for
Viviani. On June 2 of this year, after two-and-a-
half years of waiting, the request was approved
and Viviani was able to come to the U.S.

The couple is thankful for the prayers and support
they received, and assistance from Steve Kriss and
Mennonite Church Eastern Canada.

— Lora Steiner, managing editor 

Police attack Mennonite church 
gathering in Vietnam
In June, security police attacked a Mennonite church gathering
in Vietnam, where pastors and theological students were gath-
ered. In late July, members of that church arrived as refugees in
Allentown.

The attack was at the Evangelical Mennonite Church, a congre-
gation not officially registered in Vietnam. 

Police stormed the building, assaulting the 76 students and
church leaders present. They were taken to the local police sta-
tion and booked, though no arrest warrants were produced nor
any reason given for the beatings and arrests. 

Church leaders are petitioning authorities and have laid five
charges against the local police.

Incidents like this were more common in Vietnam as recently as
ten years ago, but Vietnam’s government has improved its record
on human rights and religious freedom. Still, stories of violence
against Mennonites are common. 

The family that came to Allentown has been recognized as
refugees by the United Nations Commissioner for Refugees. Nhan
Thanh Nguyen, his wife Ngoc Ha Than and their six-year-old
daughter are members of the Evangelical
Mennonite Church, where Nhan Thanh Nguyen
took courses on the Bible and theology, led the
youth group, and preached. He was repeatedly
arrested and harassed, and he and his family fled
to Thailand in 2011 where they were granted
refugee status. 

— Luke Martin,
Vietnamese Gospel Mennonite Church

Conference Related Ministries (CRMs) are organiza-
tions that collaborate with Franconia Conference and serve 
congregations and neighborhoods in the name of Jesus. To see a
full list of CRMs, head to franconiaconference.org/directory.

Luke Martin (left) and Vietnamese Mennonite Pastor Nguyen Quang Trung
at the November 2012 celebration of the Vietnam Mennonite Church.



(Above) In October, Anabaptist leaders gathered in Philadelphia for the
Urban Anabaptist Ministry Symposium. Photo by Rachel Sommer/MCC. 

(Right) Dae Wee Kim holds the Greek-English New Testament his father
received as a gift from Salford members Willis and Mary Lederach fifty
years ago. His family recently returned it to Harleysville to be included
in the Mennonite Heritage Center’s collection.

Conference Financial Update
October 2014

9 Months (February-October)
Operating Budget Actual Budget Last Year

REVENUE
Congregational contrib. $238,926 $277,486 $270,249
All Other Sources $327,064 $356,167 $293,518

_________ _________ _________
Total Revenue (+) $565,990 $633,653 $563,767

EXPENSES
Ministries/Programs $442,393 $509,342 $429,919
Support Services $155,500 $160,433 $158,252

_________ _________ _________
Total Expenses (-) $597,893 $669,775 $588,171

_________ _________ _________
NET $ (31,903) $ (36,122) ($ 24,404)

Read the full stories at franconiaconference.org/intersections

Two Mennonite churches in Philadelphia, Philadelphia Praise Center
and Germantown Mennonite, have joined New Sanctuary Movement
in an initiative to support people fearing deportation from the United
States. Photo by Bam Tribuwono. 

In July, Steve Kriss traveled with four Eastern Mennonite Seminary stu-
dents to New Orleans nearly a decade after Hurricane Katrina to learn
about the work of Mennonite Central Committee there. 


